NORTHERN CHAUTAUQUA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.

CONSTITUTION

The Constitution As It Applies To The Northern Chautauqua Amateur Radio Club, Inc., 

P.O. Box 746, Dunkirk, NY 14048-0746
PREAMBLE

We, the membership, being desirous to secure for ourselves the pleasures and benefits of the association of persons commonly interested in amateur radio, to further better cooperation among our members, to develop individual efficiency, to further the interest of radio in the general community, do hereby constitute ourselves the Northern Chautauqua Amateur Radio Club, Incorporated, a nonprofit organization, and do enact this constitution as our governing law.

CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE I Membership

All persons interested in amateur radio shall be eligible for membership.

ARTICLE II Officers

Section 1.
The officers of this club shall be the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and four Directors.

Section 2.
The officers of the club shall be elected by ballot by simple majority of the quorum present at the regular meeting held in October.  They shall be installed at the following November meeting.

Section 2a.
The term of office for the President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasure shall be one year.  The term of office for the three elected Directors shall be three years, staggered so one Director's position will become vacant each year.  The outgoing President will become the fourth Director and will continue to serve until the incumbent President leaves office. 

Section 3.
Vacancies occurring between elections must be filled by a special ballot after the first regular meeting at which the withdrawal or resignation is announced.  The vacancy must be filled temporarily by appointment made by the President for the interim.  Any duly elected office shall be deemed vacant if the officer holding the office absents himself for three (3) successive regular meetings, without just cause, as determined by the membership.

Section 4.
Officers may be removed from office on a motion approved by a vote of three-fourths (3/4) of the membership.

ARTICLE III Duties of Officers

Section 1.
The President shall preside at all meetings of this club, and conduct the same according to the rules adopted.  He shall enforce the due observance of the Constitution and By-Laws, decide on all questions of order, sign all official documents that are adopted by the club, and none other, and perform all customary duties pertaining to the office of President.  He shall be a member ex-officio of all committees.  He shall call special meetings at his discretion or when requested to do so, in writing, by five members.

Section 2.
The Vice-President shall assume all duties of the President in his absence.

Section 3.
The Secretary shall keep a written record of the proceedings of all meetings, keeping a roll of the members, submit applications for membership, carry on all correspondence, read communications at each meeting and shall send written notices of special meetings to all members.  He shall, by written receipt, acknowledge acceptance of any property, moneys, or equipment donated to the club.  He shall, at the expiration of his term, turn over everything in his possession, belonging to the club, to his successor. 

Section 4.
The Treasurer shall receive and receipt all moneys paid to the club; he shall keep accurate account of all moneys received and expended.  He shall pay no bills without proper authorization.  At the end of his term he shall turn over everything in his possession, that belongs to the club, to his successor.

Section 5.
The Officers of the club shall meet at Board meetings as determined necessary by the President.  These Board meetings are open to the general membership.  The quorum at Board meetings will be four board members.  It shall be the duty of the Board to formulate the policies of the club, decide issues of major importance to the club and to approve the budget submitted by the Treasurer; all subject to the will of the membership.

ARTICLE IV Meetings

The By-Laws shall provide for regular and special meetings.  At these meetings one-quarter (1/4) of the voting membership shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

ARTICLE V Dues

The club, by majority vote of a quorum present at a regular meeting, may levy upon the general membership such dues or assessments as shall be deemed necessary for the business of the organization as set forth in the Preamble.  Non payment of such dues or assessments shall be cause for expulsion subject to the discretion of the membership.  However, no individual expressing a sincere interest in amateur radio shall be excluded from club functions as a result of a genuine inability to satisfy any monetary assessment of the club.  Such an individual will be a non-voting member of the club.  There are three general classifications of membership-

1- Associate member: this is for individuals living beyond the general area of membership but wishing to give some support to the club, or persons that are members of another recognized Chautauqua County radio club.  This is a non-voting membership.

2- Regular member: This carries the full rights and privileges of membership.

3- Sustaining member: This carries full rights and privileges of membership, but is for individuals that would like to show extra support for the club.

In addition to the three general membership classes, there is for related members living in the same household, a family membership for a nominal payment in addition to the regular or sustaining membership dues.  The additional memberships will be non-voting.

ARTICLE VI Operating Objectives and

             Membership Assistance

The club will endeavor to support, and will require from all members, adherence to the highest standards of amateur radio operating practice.  As required, committees or individual members will be designated by the President to provide technical guidance or operational assistance to serve the needs of the membership.

ARTICLE VII Amendments

The Constitution and By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those present after due notice of thirty (30) days to all members.  Proposals for amendment shall be submitted in writing at a regular meeting and shall be voted on at the next regular meeting.

ARTICLE VIII Rules

Robert's Rules of Order govern all proceedings of this club.

BY-LAWS

Section 1.  
Secretary

It shall be the duty of the club Secretary to keep the Constitution and By-Laws of the Northern Chautauqua Amateur Radio Club, Inc., and have the same with him at every regular meeting.  He shall cause all amendments, changes, and additions to be noted thereon, and shall permit the same to be consulted by members upon request.

Section 2. Membership

Application for membership shall be submitted in writing and each applicant must express willingness to abide by the Constitution and By-Laws and such rules as shall, from time to time, be promulgated by the club.

With the exception detailed in ARTICLE V of the Constitution, all membership applications must be accompanied by payment of one (1) year's dues, prorated for the first year for new members.  Induction into the club will normally be automatic at the following meeting.  However, at the request of any member, any proposed new member will be presented to the membership in quorum for approval.  This shall require a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote for approval. 

Section 3. Meetings

Regular monthly meetings shall, as much as is possible, be held at a uniform time and day of each month, as established by the membership.  Special meetings may be called by the President, but must be preceded by reasonable advanced notice to the membership.

Section 4. Dues

An annual basic dues assessment shall be levied on each club member.  The amount of this assessment shall be established by, and is subject to change by, the membership.  Additional assessments, approved by the membership, in addition to the basic dues, may be imposed by the membership to subsidize club equipment, activities or services beyond those covered as a part of basic membership.

Section 5. Committees

1. Program

The club President will appoint a Program Chair for arraigning programs at regular meetings or special occasions.

2. Publicity

The club President will appoint a Publicity Chair who will be responsible for providing appropriate publicity directed at informing the community of club activities and members' ability to provide communications in emergency situations.

3. Property and Equipment 

The club president will appoint a Property and Equipment Chair to catalog all club property and equipment and to list where these items are located.

4. Repeaters

The club president will appoint a Repeater Chair to oversee the technical aspects of club repeater/s.  The License Trustee will be a member of this committee to assist in maintaining adherence to F.C.C. standards of operation.

5. Additional Chairs

The club President may appoint other Committee Chairs for any purpose within the reasonable scope of club activity.  Each Chair, in conjunction with the President, including those listed above, has the responsibility for selecting his committee.

6. House Rules

 The order and cleanliness of club meeting and activity locations is a personal responsibility of each member of the club.  Proper care of club property and equipment shall likewise be the personal concern of each member.

All operations of club stations shall confirm with all F.C.C. regulations.  The club License Trustee  has the authority to specify the operation guidelines of club stations.

Section 7. Disbandment

In event of club disbandment members of the club shall distribute all equipment and monies, which are the property of the club, to a qualified non-profit organization under the IRS 501-c-3 plan designated.

Section 8. Other

This Constitution and By-Laws shall supersede all previous Constitution and By-Laws of the club as of __Nov. 23, 1997___

__s/________________________________

Russell Seastrum KE2PW, President

___s/_______________________________

Duane Buchweitz N2LRG, Vice President

____s/______________________________

Arthur Martinson WB2SNH, Secretary

___s/_______________________________

Herbert Buchanan KG2EI, Treasurer 
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